REYNOLDS  HISTORICAL 
GENEALOGY  COLLECTION 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2018 


https://archive.org/details/genealogyofbetheOObeth 


GENEALOGY 


OF 

THE  BETHEA  FAMILY 


OF 


THE  SOUTH 


BY 

PHILIP  Y.  BETHEA 

AND 

POWER  W.  BETHEA 


COLUMBIA,  S.  C. 
THE  STATE  COMPANY 
1926 


30, 005 


80  44 0  3 


— — i — 


PREFACE 

In  the  preparation  of  this  historical  sketch  and  genealogical 
chart  the  authors  have  not  attempted  to  write  a  detailed  history 
of  The  Bethea  Family  nor  have  they  hoped  to  compile  a  chart 
containing  the  names  of  all  males  since  the  original  John  Bethea 
immigrated  to  this  country  at  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth 
century.  The  purpose  of  this  cursory  pamphlet  is  to  record  in 
a  general  way  a  brief  sketch  of  the  family  and  to  furnish  the 
nucleus  of  a  family  tree  which  may  be  of  benefit  to  future  genera¬ 
tions. 

The  authors  are  indebted  to  Dr.  Alfred  W.  Bethea,  one  of  the 
signers  of  the  Secession  Ordinance,  for  the  genealogy  of  the 
early  Betheas.  He  left  a  record  which  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Han¬ 
nah  Jane  Bethea,  furnished  us.  This  posthumous  document 
was  prepared  between  1840  and  1845  and  is  of  great  value.  It 
began  with  John,  The  First,  who  came  from  England,  and  con¬ 
tained  the  names  of  his  descendants  down  to  the  grand  children 
of  “Buck  Swamp”  John  and  John  (Devil).  It  also  included  a 
number  of  the  Cape  Fear  Branch. 

The  authors  are  also  indebted  to  Mr.  David  W.  Bethea,  of 
Dillon,  for  furnishing  much  valuable  information  regarding 
both  Sweat  Swamp  and  Cape  Fear  branches  of  the  family,  and 
to  numerous  other  individuals  throughout  the  South  who  aided 
in  the  preparation  of  the  genealogical  chart. 

Upon  the  foregoing  records  and  the  fragmentary  information 
gathered  here  and  there  is  built  the  family  tree  which  contains 
the  names  of  more  than  five  hundred  males,  and  in  one  in¬ 
stance,  as  many  as  eleven  generations.  Although  the  records  are 
brought  down  to  the  present,  1926,  the  chart  is  by  no  means 
complete.  It  furnishes,  however,  the  basic  data  for  a  family 
tree  which  may  be  amended  and  expanded  ad  finitum. 

No  attempt  has  been  made  to  record  the  names  of  the  females 
of  this  unusually  large  family  although  they,  of  course,  transmit 
the  blood  as  do  the  males.  They  marry  earlier  in  life,  and  con¬ 
sequently  their  descendants  are  more  numerous,  but  the  change 
of  name  at  marriage  makes  the  compiling  of  a  correct  record  well 
nigh  impossible. 
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fire  in  Georgetown,  the  county  seat  of  Liberty,  so  we  are  un¬ 
fortunately  handicapped  as  to  the  actual  certainty  of  dates. 
Columbia,  South  Carolina,  the  State  Capital  gives  us  a  little. 


Sweat  Swamp  Branch 

David  W.  Bethea,  of  Dillon  County,  has  given  some  details  of 
Sweat  Swamp  William  and  his  descendants,  writing  as  follows: 

“William  Bethea  came  from  Nansemond  County,  Virginia  in  1756,  and 
settled  on  Sweat  Swamp  where  the  old  “Sweat  Swamp”  Bethea  cemetery 
now  is.  He  was  a  staunch  Whig  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  We  have 
evidence  that  two  of  his  sons,  John  and  Goodman,  were  very  active  against 
the  Tories.  The  records  of  the  Revolutionary  War  are  very  incom¬ 
plete  because  service  in  the  patriot  army  was  very  irregular,  and  it  is 
very  probable  that  all  four  sons  served  more  or  less  in  the  army. 

“William  Bethea  (Sweat  Swamp)  died  in  the  latter  part  of  the  war 
or  shortly  after  it  closed.  William  left  four  sons,  John,  Goodman,  Philip 
and  Jesse.  John  (Devil)  lived  between  the  house  of  the  late  Mr.  Jenks 
McQueen  and  Judson  Church.  His  house  was  about  three  hundred  yards 
back  of  Mr.  Boyd  Wilkes’  residence.  Philip  lived  in  and  owned  the  old 
“Cade  Bethea”  place,  later  called  the  D.  W.  McLaurin  place.  Jesse  owned 
the  John  R.  Bethea  place  and  afterwards  sold  this  and  bought  a  place 
near  Allen’s  Bridge  in  the  lower  part  of  Dillon  County.  All  four  of  the 
sons  lived  and  died  in  the  present  Dillon  County. 

“Goodman’s  sons  went  to  Illinois  and  States  near  there.  William  W. 
was  born  in  Marion  County,  May  15,  1812,  and  went  to  Lee  County,  Illi¬ 
nois  in  1835.  This  was  William  who  was  son  of  Philip  who  was  son  of 
Goodman.  Philip  moved  between  1812  and  1814  and  settled  somewhere 
“over  the  mountains”  before  going  to  Illinois  in  1835.  Judge  Solomon 
H.  Bethea,  of  Chicago,  was  Goodman’s  great  grandson.  Jesse’s  sons  went 
to  Alabama  where  some  of  their  descendants  now  live.  Philip  had  no 
children. 

“All  the  “Sweat  Swamp”  Betheas  in  South  Carolina  are  descendants  of 
John  (Devil)  who  had  four  sons,  William,  Tristram,  John  and  Cade. 
William  reared  a  large  family.  Several  of  his  sons  went  West  or  South¬ 
west.  Tristram’s  only  son,  Philip,  went  to  Alabama  and  afterwards  to 
Georgia,  and  some  of  his  descendants  are  living  in  Atlanta,  Georgia.  John 
had  four  sons,  William,  Alfred,  David  and  John.  William  and  John 
went  to  Mississippi.  John’s  descendants  live  in  Birmingham,  Alabama. 
One  of  them  is  Jack  Bethea,  the  novelist.  William’s  descendants  live  in 
Mississippi  and  South  Carolina.  David  W.’s  son,  Leroy,  lived  five  years 
in  Texas  and  afterwards  moved  back  to  South  Carolina.  David  W.  the 
other  son,  lives  in  Dillon  County.  Cade  Bethea’s  sons  lived  and  died  in 
South  Carolina,  except  William  C.,  who  moved  to  Texas  and  died  there. 
His  sons  live  there  now.” 


Buck  Swamp  Branch 

John  (known  as  “Buck  Swamp”  John)  settled  on  Buck 
Swamp  just  north  of  the  present  town  of  Latta,  Dillon  County. 
I  he  location  is  known  as  the  “Elisha”  place  and  contains  the 
family  cemetery.  The  date  of  his  settlement  is  not  known  due 
to  reasons  heretofore  stated.  He  married  Absala  Parker.  It 
is  not  known  where  she  came  from.  He  may  have  brought  her 
from  Virginia  when  he  came  from  that  State.  He  had  five  sons, 
William,  James,  Philip,  Elisha  and  Parker. 
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William  settled  on  the  north  side  of  Buck  Swamp  just  oppo¬ 
site  his  father’s  location.  James  settled  in  the  fork  of  Big  and 
Little  Reedy  Creeks.  Philip  settled  near  Catfish  Creek  on  the 
Mars  Bluff  road,  the  place  now  a  cemetery.  He  afterwards 
moved  about  a  mile  up  the  road  where  he  lived  many  years  and 
died  in  1865.  Elisha,  the  next  son  did  not  marry  and  continued 
to  live  at  the  old  home  with  his  father,  Buck  Swamp  John. 
Parker,  the  youngest  son,  settled  at  what  is  known  as  Bethea 
Cross  Loads  on  the  head  waters  of  Catfish  Creek  near  the  Marl¬ 
boro  County  line. 

Buck  Swamp  John’s  son,  William,  had  six  sons,  the  eldest 
John  C.,  lived  and  died  at  the  Cross  Roads  just  north  of  Latta. 
He  left  two  sons,  Edwin  A.  and  John  C.  Jr.,  the  former  has 
two  sons  living  in  Dillon  County  and  one  out  West.  The  latter 
has  only  one  son,  Horace,  living  in  another  state.  William  S., 

t 

the  next  son,  had  only  one  son,  William  H.  Wilson  Bethea,  of 
Marion,  is  his  oldest  son.  His  other  son,  Van  S.,  is  somewhere 
in  the  West.  James,  the  third  son  of  William,  left  two  sons, 
William  A.  and  John  D.  The  first  is  living  in  Alabama  and  the 
other  in  North  Carolina.  Levi,  the  fourth  son,  left  one  son, 
George,  who  died  several  years  ago  near  Latta.  George  had 
several  sons.  Some  live  in  Latta  and  some  have  gone  West. 
Evander  and  Frank,  the  other  two  sons  of  William,  left  no  sons. 

James,  the  second  son  of  Buck  Swamp  John,  had  several  sons, 
Samuel  J.,  John  R.,  Thomas  and  Claudius.  All  left  sons  except 
Claudius.  Samuel  J.  left  three  sons,  Andrew  J.,  David  N.  and 
Samuel  J.  Jr.  Andrew  J.  is  the  father  of  Andrew  J.  Jr.,  who 
was  Lieutenant  Governor  1915-1919,  Herbert  A.  Bethea  now 
of  Latta,  South  Carolina  and  Dr.  Percy  A.  Bethea  of  Darling¬ 
ton,  South  Carolina.  David  N.  left  several  sons,  now  all  dead 
except  S.  Legare  living  in  a  distant  State.  Samuel  J.  Jr.,  has 
one  son  of  same  name  at  Latta,  South  Carolina.  John  R.  had 
several  sons  now  all  dead  except  Lewis  and  Walter  of  Latta, 
South  Carolina.  Lewis  is  the  only  one  having  any  children. 
Thomas,  the  third  son  of  James,  lives  in  Mississippi  and  has 
several  sons. 

Philip,  the  third  son  of  Buck  Swamp  John,  had  two  sons 
Elisha  and  James  R.  Elisha  C.  had  nine  sons  that  grew  to 
manhood.  They  were  as  follows:  Philip,  John,  Robert,  James, 
Elisha  C.  Jr.,  Pickett,  Morgan,  William  W.  and  Julius.  Seven 
of  these  were  in  the  Confederate  Service.  James  R.  had  five 
sons  to  be  grown,  viz:  James,  Philip  Y.,  Elisha  J.,  D.  McLeod 
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and  Robert  L.  James,  the  eldest,  was  in  the  Confederate  War. 
The  descendants  of  Elisha  C.  and  James  R.  are  somewhat 
scattered.  Quite  a  number  now  live  in  Dillon,  Florence  and 
Marion  Counties,  while  a  great  many  are  in  Alabama  and  Mis¬ 
sissippi,  and  a  number  in  the  State  of  Xorth  Carolina. 

Elisha,  the  fourth  son  of  Buck  Swamp  John,  never  married. 
He  lived  and  died  at  the  old  home,  the  “Elisha”  place  as  it  was 
called. 

Parker,  the  youngest  son  of  Buck  Swamp  John,  had  two  sons, 
Harllee  and  Benjamin  P.  The  former  moved  to  Florida  and 
died  there,  leaving  quite  a  family.  The  latter  moved  to  Onslow 
County,  Xorth  Carolina.  He  left  several  sons  now  living  in 
that  section. 

Cape  Fear  Branch 

We  have  no  information  as  to  the  family  of  Tristram  who 
settled  on  Cape  Fear  River,  except  the  genealogy  from  records 
of  Dr.  Alfred  W.  Bethea  and  some  recent  additions  gathered  by 
David  W.  Bethea.  Some  of  this  branch  must  have  been  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  as  Tristram  settled  on  Cape  Fear  River  some 
years  before  Sweat  Swamp  William  and  Buck  Swamp  John 
came  to  South  Carolina. 

War  Record  of  Family 

The  record  of  the  family  during  the  Revolutionary  War  shows 
that  the  family  were  staunch  patriots  and  belonged  to  the  Whig 
party.  Gregg’s  History  of  the  “Old  Cheraws”  mentions  two 
who  fought  for  independence,  Buck  Swamp  John  and  his 
nephew,  John  (Devil).  There  were  very  probably  others  who 
served  in  the  war  for  independence. 

The  war  in  the  Pee  Dee  section  was  of  a  partisan  character  and 
a  great  many  of  the  men  taking  part  in  the  warfare  were  never 
regularly  enlisted.  They  came  and  went  as  their  commanders 
called.  A  great  many  of  Marion’s  men  were  of  this  class,  who 
were  mainly  organized  to  fight  the  Tories.  Their  service  in  the 
Confederate  War  was  equally  patriotic.  They  believed  in  the 
principles  for  which  the  State  seceded  and  every  man  of  family 
of  the  required  age,  regardless  of  his  people  at  home,  joined 
some  company  and  went  to  the  front.  One  man  of  the  Buck 
Swamp  set,  Elisha  C.  Bethea,  had  seven  sons  in  the  Service. 
There  may  have  been  others  of  the  family  living  in  distant 
States  who  had  equally  as  large  a  delegation  in  the  Confederate 
Army,  for  most  of  the  Betheas  had  large  families  wherever 
they  located. 
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Schools 

The  schools  in  olden  times  were  of  the  most  primitive  order 
and  the  teachers  totally  incompetent.  The  State  of  Xorth 
Carolina  furnished  most  of  these  and  as  a  result  progress  in 
education  was  slow,  but  as  times  grew  better  and  the  people 
became  more  prosperous  they  exercised  more  care  in  the  selec¬ 
tion  of  teachers.  In  those  days  very  few  boys  went  to  college. 
The  girls  had  every  advantage  in  this  respect.  Almost  everyone 
of  respectability  sent  their  girls  to  some  female  institution. 

The  Buck  Swamp  Betheas,  about  1858,  realizing  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  a  good  central  school,  founded  Hofwyl  Academy.  They 
employed  the  best  of  teachers  and  in  a  few  years  the  school  be¬ 
came  famous  and  was  patronized  from  adjoining  counties.  This 
school  furnished  the  means  of  education  to  the  Bethea  youth 
for  several  years.  The  course  of  study  prepared  a  student  for 
the  sophomore  and  junior  years  at  college.  This  school  was 
kept  open  until  about  1873.  Some  of  the  teachers  were  Harris 
Covington,  Wm,  McDuffie,  W.  J.  McKerall  and  J.  T Y.  St.  Clair. 
These  especially  were  educated  men  and  knew  how  to  teach, 
and  a  good  many  boys  went  to  college  from  this  school  well 
prepared  for  the  classes  entered  there. 

Religious  Affiliation 

The  general  religious  affiliation  of  the  family  is  with  the 
Methodist  Church.  Some  few  belong  to  other  churches.  For 
the  most  part  they  are  not  very  religious.  They  leave  this 
phase  of  life  to  their  wives.  Some  few  are  intensely  religious 
and  sometimes  there  is  one  who  mixes  his  religion  with  worldly 
indulgences  which  are  not  of  an  elevating  nature,  but  these  incon¬ 
sistencies  are  equally  characteristic  in  other  families.  Little 
Rock  Church  was  the  church  of  the  Sweat  Swamp  set  and  Do¬ 
than  that  of  the  Buck  Swamp  families. 

Occupation 

The  general  occupation  of  the  family  has  been  farming  while 
some  have  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business.  Quite  a  number 
studied  medicine  and  became  practitioners.  Several  became 
lawyers  and  others  local  preachers.  At  least  two  belonged  to 
the  Methodist  Conference.  Rev.  Morrison  Bethea,  of  the  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  of  Xorth  Carolina,  is  a  rising  man  in  that  Church 
and  now  occupies  a  high  position.  There  have  been  very  few 
of  the  Betheas  who  were  politicians  in  the  full  sense  of  the  word. 
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Very  few  of  them  have  been  office  seekers.  One  of  the  Bethea 
family  has  been  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  State.  Some  of 
them  have  been  members  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  a  number 
of  them  have  filled  minor  county  offices. 


The  records  show  as  follows: 


Andrew  J.  Bethea  was  Lieutenant  Governor  1915-1919 

Philip  Bethea,  Member  of  General  Assembly  1800 

John  C.  Bethea,  Member  of  General  Assembly  1844 
James  R.  Bethea,  Member  of  General  Assembly  1848 
David  W.  Bethea,  Member  of  General  Assembly  1860 
J.  F.  Bethea,  Member  of  General  Assembly  1886 


P.  L.  Bethea,  Member  of  General  Assembly 


j  House  1911-1914 
(  Senate  1919-1922 


Dr.  Alfred  W.  Bethea  was  a  member  of  the  Secession  Conven¬ 
tion  of  1860  and  was  killed  by  the  deserters  in  1865.  He  was 
very  prominent  in  his  day  and  stood  high  in  his  profession. 
Solomon  H.  Bethea,  of  Chicago,  was  a  lawyer  and  at  his  death 
was  judge  of  the  Federal  Court. 


Incidents  Mentioned  in  History  or 
“Old  Cheraws” 

“About  this  time  (1750)  valuable  additions  were  made  to  the 
settlements  on  Little  Pee  Dee  in  the  upper  part  of  what  is  now 
Marion  District.  Among  these  were  the  Betheas  of  whom 
William  Bethea  was  one  of  the  first  and  the  most  prominent. 
He  was  an  active  Whig.  A  large  and  respectable  connection  of 
this  name  are  yet  found  in  Marion.”  pp  86. 

“During  the  war  several  Tories  hearing  that  William  Bethea, 
who  lived  near  the  present  division  line  between  Marlboro  and 
Marion  Districts,  had  a  large  quantity  of  money  concealed  in 
his  house,  set  out  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  treasure.  They 
found  Bethea  at  home  but  he  had  taken  the  precaution  to  select 
some  other  place  of  security  for  the  fruits  of  his  labor.  They 
used  every  means  to  extort  the  secret  from  him  and  as  a  last 
expedient  poured  melted  pitch  upon  his  head  but  all  in  vain. 
They  found  he  would  pay  the  penalty  with  his  life,  and  left 
without  further  molestation. 

“Sometime  after  and  when  the  Revolutionary  struggle  was 
over,  John,  a  son  of  William,  met  Snowden  who  was  one  of 
this  marauding  party  in  the  woods  and  without  difficulty  over¬ 
powered  him.  With  a  loose  bridle  which  he  happened  to  have, 
he  attempted  to  hang  his  victim,  but  was  not  able  to  get  him 
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suspended  high  enough.  He  then  broke  his  legs  and  carried 
the  murderous  design  into  execution.  Bethea  commonly  known 
as  “Sweat  Swamp*’  because  of  his  residence  thereon  was  a  man 
of  remarkable  strength  and  activity.  On  a  previous  occasion 
he  met  at  night  a  Tory,  who  was  also  a  man  of  much  physical 
power  but  after  a  short  struggle  succeeded  in  tying  him,  put¬ 
ting  him  on  his  horse  and  carrying  him  as  a  prisoner  to  Colonel 
Hicks.”  pp  394. 

“In  the  fork  between  Lumber  River  and  Little  Pee  Dee  was 
a  noted  band  of  Tories  who  continued  to  hold  out  against  the 
Government,  even  after  it  became  firmly  established.  A  party 
of  Whigs  consisting  with  others  of  Jordan  Gibson,  William  and 
Thomas  Neville,  Enos  Tart,  John  Bethea,  Sr.  (Buck  Swamp) 
and  John  Bethea,  Jr.  (Devil)  and  Levi  Odom  banded  together 
to  bring  these  outlaws  to  terms.  A  man  named  Courtney  who 
acted  as  commissary  for  the  enemy  in  these  parts  was  particu¬ 
larly  obnoxious  to  the  Whigs.  He  was  killed.”  pp  393. 


GENEALOGICAL  CHART 


Legend 

The  horizontal  figures  at  the  top  of  the  columns  represent  the 
generation  numbers  while  the  vertical  figures  to  the  left  of  the 
columns  indicate  the  numbers  arbitrarily  assigned  to  direct 
lineal  descendants.  Every  name  on  the  chart  has  a  vertical  and 
horizontal  number.  Thus,  Father  John,  the  first  Bethea  of 
whom  there  is  any  record,  is  designated  on  the  chart  as  1-1.  The 
chart  number  of  John  (Devil)  is  1,  591-4  while  that  of  Captain 
Elisha,  who  holds  the  record  for  the  greatest  number  of  sons, 
is  261-5.  The  vertical  numbers  are  sufficiently  separated  on  the 
chart  to  take  care  of  family  additions  for  the  next  century  with¬ 
out  necessitating  any  changes  in  the  original  numbers. 

The  names  printed  in  black  face  capitals  represent  individuals 
while  the  names  printed  in  light  face  small  type  are  merely 
repeaters  and  are  included  in  the  chart  for  convenience  in  trac¬ 
ing  lineal  descendants  and  ancestors  or  in  determining  the  kin¬ 
ship  of  individuals. 

The  chart  is  very  useful  in  tracing  kinship.  The  formula  for 
finding  the  relationship  of  two  persons  of  the  same  generation 
is  derived  as  follows: 

Let  X  =  The  desired  kinship  or  cousinship  to  be  found 
Y  =  The  generation  number  of  persons  in  question 

and  Z  =  The  generation  number  of  their  nearest  common  an¬ 
cestor. 

Since  children  of  the  same  grandfather  are  first  cousins  and 
there  is  one  intervening  generation  between  grandfather  and 
grandchildren,  it  is  necessary  to  reduce  the  generation  number 
of  the  higher  generation  by  a  single  unit. 

Therefore,  the  formula  is  X  =  Y  —  Z  —  1 

Thus,  if  the  generation  number  of  A  and  B  is  7  and  the  genera¬ 
tion  number  of  their  nearest  common  ancestor  is  3,  they  are 
third  cousins.  On  the  other  hand  if  the  generation  number  of 
C  is  6  and  that  of  D  is  7  and  the  generation  number  of  their 
nearest  common  ancestor  is  4,  they  are  first  cousins,  once  re¬ 
moved  or  what  is  popularly  but  incorrectly  known  as  second 
cousins.  If  the  generation  number  of  two  persons  and  that  of 
their  nearest  common  ancestor  are  consecutive  they  are  brothers 
(or  sisters  as  the  case  may  be). 
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